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Historian 
doubts body 
in Brazil 
is Mengele’s 

By Cheryl Johnson 
Staff Writer 

•Minneapolis author and Nazi histori- 
an Brian Richard Boylan, who says 
he once met Josef Mengele in Argen- 
tina, strongly doubts that the re- 
mains exhumed last week in Brazil 
• are those of the Nazi war criminal. 

Boylan said this weekend that latest 
reports of Mengele’s demise are part 
of “a rather clumsy smokescreen to 
defuse the intensity of the search for 
Mengele. 

“Everything I have picked up from 
newspapers, television and radio 
clashes greatly with what I know 
about the man,” said Boylan, who 
has studied Mengele and other Na- 
zis. 

“I am willing to adopt the ‘Let them 
prove it’s him’ attitude. I believe he’s 
alive and also beneficiary of an elab- 
orate ruse which seems to be suc- 
ceeding,” Boylan said. He thinks the 
ruse Is a diversionary tactic to help 
Mengele flee Paraguay, where the 
author says the 74-year-old war 
criminal has been living. 

Boylan said the Mengele he has 
come to know is not the type of 
“lonely old man” who could tolerate 
being hidden away for years with an 
Austrian couple. Boylan said that his 
research and a meeting with Men- 
gele in 1977 in a Buenos Aires res- 
taurant have convinced him that 
such a fate “would not be (Men- 
gele’s) style." 

“He is a very gregarious man, not 
the type to go hole up In a tiny town 



-*11* r / ’ o - — 

II J > / t , i 
r •; * < « 7 v / j * * r - . 

: ; ;J 

Am _ * U 

• v “ v ^ ^ 

- .... .. 

«•*«* 


‘’■0 

***». -- • -fiC 

j ****** 

t — ***. ^ 

*?*# 


I^ u_ ** , 

►*# „ . W. •> ^ 

* r J 4 


Staff Photo by Martin Levison 

Brian Richard Boylan, Minneapolis author and Nazi historian, with copies of what he says are Josef I 
gele’s dental records. 


and live there 10 years. He is a very 
— deceptively— cultured man. He 
likes music, opera, books. 1 found 
him fairly colorful in March 1977 in 
Buenos Aires. We chatted about our 
favorite Wagner operas. 

“If I didn't know what he had been 
doing during World War II I would 
have been impressed by his knowl- 
edge and charm; but knowing, I was 
revolted at the idea of being civil to 
this man.” 

Boylan, 48. said he had visited what 
he called Ute German restaurant in 
Buenos Aires while doing research 
for a book on Mengele. The man he 
met did not introduce himself as 


Mengele, Boylan said, but he thought 
the man looked like him. Later a 
South American friend who knows 
Mengele confirmed that Boylan had 
indeed met Mengele. 

Boylan, who grew up in Chicago, has 
studied and researched Nazi war 
criminals since 1974. In 1983, he 
wrote “Final Trace,” a novel about 
an Auschwitz survivor who spent his 
life tracking Nazi war criminals. 

“At no time has interest in finding 
Mengele been as high as in the last 
three or four months,” Boylan said. 
“It realty smells hokey. German au- 
thorities being unable to obtain (vital 
statistics), finger prints or tooth rec- 


ords struck me as very odd, because 
I have (documents showing) Men- 
gele's exact height, weight and den- 
tal records.” 

Boylan said he got the dental records 
In 1975, along with a copy of Men- 
gele’s SS File, from the Berlin Docu- 
ment Center. 

“The dental records may not be 
apropros to a bunch of bones. I don’t 
know if they can use them. They 
have only found three teeth Intact. 

. That is not enough to make an 
identification,” Boylan said. 
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